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play. His sister, Dona Berenguela, now queen in her
own right, instantly sent for her son, Don Fernando,
to Leon ; but, fearing that his father'might detain him
and set up a claim to reign in her right, she bade her
messengers conceal the death of her brother, and only
ask for a visit from him. He was eighteen years old,
gallant, devout, and winning ; and as soon as he arrived
his mother presented him to her Cortes, who raised him
on their shields and proclaimed him king. Shortly
after, her youngest sister, Leonor,was married to King
Jayme of Aragon, but only to raise fresh troubles on
account of their relationship ; and Berenguela avoided
these entirely for her son by obtaining for him the
hand of Beatriz, daughter of the Emperor Philip of
Suabia.
Jayme, when a captive in the hands of Simon de
Montfort, had—mere baby as he was—made a vow
that, when he should be a man and a king, he would .
endeavour to do something for the redemption of
captives. So, before he was a man in age, he insti-
tuted another religious order of knighthood, called La
-Merced, which added to their other duties that of
collecting alms and using them for the ransoming of
captives to the Moors.
Miserable indeed was the state of the Moors. The
young Miramamolin, Yousuf, soon died, and then began
a desperate civil war in Morocco among his relations,
during which the Spanish walis of Baeza, Murcia,-
Valencia, and Seville, asserted their independence.
The two young kings of Castille and Aragon were not
slow to avail themselves of the disunion of their
enemies : Fernando, the eldest of the two, was the
first. He set forth from Toledo in 1224, accompanied

